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Care Groups 2021 
Next year we are putting in place a different process around the formation 
of Care Groups in Years 7 - 12. In the past, students have been given the 
opportunity to nominate two or three friends they would like to be in the 
same Care Group with, and staff have ensured they have had at least one 
friend in their Care Group. The nomination process usually took place half 
way through Term 4. 
 

This was often fraught with difficulties – student relationships often 
changed over the holidays and come the start of the school year, we had 
parents contacting the school wanting their daughter’s Care Group 
changed, which by then was too late as the timetable had long since been 
finalised and classes set. It also meant that for many students, instead of 
branching out developing new friendships and relationships, many stayed 
within their own little friendship group.  
 

Going into 2021, there are a couple of different processes being putting in 
place: 
 

• Staff are deciding on Care Group classes, based on a couple of 

aspects: teacher expertise; and teacher knowledge and 
understanding of how students, both individually and as a whole, 
learn best and who they learn best with; and also in terms of their 
wellbeing. From Years 7 – 12, students are not in their Care Group 
classes for every subject. They are mixed up across the Care Groups 
for their specialist subjects. From Year 9 onwards, this becomes even 
more evident as students begin to choose more and more of their 
own subjects. In Year 10 for example, students are only in their Care 
Groups for three subjects……the rest of their subjects they are in 
mixed classes. 

• Care Groups for Years 8 – 12 will not be made available until the very 

first day of school for the whole school, Thursday 28 January. 
 

At St Mary’s, as part of our Positive Education work, we value the 
importance of building resilience in students and helping and supporting 
students in developing positive friendships and relationships. We believe 
the changes in the Care Group formation process provides wonderful 
opportunities for students to develop both their resilience and their 
relationship building skills that they will need for the rest of their lives. 
 

Uniform 
Just a reminder that you can order the school uniform through Hambours 
online.  This will provide an opportunity for those who can’t come into 
school to order, to go online and order instead. Don’t worry….if you still 
wish to come into school and order you can. A 5% discount applies for all 
online orders. 
 

To apply for an online store account, parents/carers need to go 
to hambours.com.au and click on the St Mary’s College logo. 
 

You can choose to collect your order either from the College shop during 
opening hours, or from Hambours at Royal Park, or couriered to your home 
for $10. 
 

Any further questions, please contact Hambours on 8447 2077 or you can 
email customerservice@hambours.com.au 
 

The Uniform Shop here at the College will be open Monday 25 January 
2021 from 9.00 am—12.00 then 1.00 pm—4.00 pm. Normal trading hours 
will commence on Wednesday 27 January.  The Hambours Shop at Royal 
Park will be open normal trading times with the exception of public 
holidays.  Please check their website for further  details. 
 

A couple of reminders to parents in regards to Uniform: 
 

• Piercings – can we ask that students don’t get extra piercings in 

their ears or their lip, nose or eyebrow pierced just before school 
returns next year please? This makes it difficult for staff in 
following up students about our uniform expectations as they insist 
on keeping their piercings in so the hole doesn’t close over. If 

students feel they ‘must’ get extra piercings, we ask that this occur 
at the beginning of the school holidays so they can be taken out 
when they return to school. 

• Nails – the same request applies to nails. Students are asked not 

to have acrylic nails or shellac added just before they come back 
to school. 

 

We appreciate your support in following up these matters with your 
daughters. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a 
very blessed Christmas, and relaxing holiday 
break…..may it be a time to rest and relax and spend time 
with those you love. 
 
  
Lorna Starrs 
Deputy Principal 

 

As detailed in the St Mary’s College Fee Schedule and Policy, all families 
are reminded that fees are due to be paid in full by 30 November 2020. 
 

Exceptions apply to those families who have established an alternative 
arrangement with the Business Manager due to extenuating circumstances. 
Non timely payment of tuition fees invariably applies pressure to the 
resources available to deliver curriculum to students. 
 

I ask that if you have not finalised payment of your 2020 fees, or are 
without an arrangement in place, please contact Mrs Nuala O’Donovan 
(8216 5709) immediately. 
 

Payments can be made by cash to the Front Office, cheque, Eftpos, Credit 
Card, Direct Debit, B-Pay and Qkr! 
 

Richard Watson  
Business Manager 

 

Nicole , Year 11 student and Justice representative, visited the 
Campbelltown Council Chambers to deliver a speech to the elderly of the 
community about the Justice program at St Mary’s College. She spoke 
about the different initiatives and the many activities that run throughout the 
year to help numerous local charities and the pilgrimages that we usually 
offer to orphanages and schools in Vietnam and Cambodia. She also 
answered questions in the discussion that followed.  
 

We appreciate Nicole’s passion for the Justice program, for sharing her 
experience and for being a wonderful ambassador for St Mary’s College.  
 

Our future will be impacted by these 
courageous young women ‘who will not 
stay silent’ in the face of social injustice. 
 

Thank you, Nicole! 
 

Catrina Tridente 11 Gold  
Peter Batty Justice Coordinator 

http://hambours.com.au/
mailto:customerservice@hambours.com.au
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This year’s Book Week theme was Curious Creatures & Wild Minds and we 
began the week with a dress up day where many of the costumes were a true 
reflection of this. 
 

A special thank you to Nicole Cremona for her choreography of the Junior 
School dance – such a positive and exciting way to parade our costumes! Also 
a huge thank you to the SRC and our Youth Minister, Jean-Marie Nguyen, for 
the yummy Book Week breakfast. The library was busy all day and especially 
at lunch time with Book Week quizzes and craft activities. 
 

Book Week Great Debate - ‘Reading is the best way to encourage curiosity 
and imagination.’ This was the topic of this year’s Book Week Great Debate. 
Congratulations to Alex, Sarah, Gauhar and Rebecca, the amazing student 
team who entertained us with their powerful affirmative argument. 
 

Some of the highlights from the debate: 
 

After asking students who’d seen the movie version of some classic stories, 
Alex argued: 

• ‘If authors had not written these books these movies would not exist… 

• To imagine the worlds they create, authors had to read books. 

• Stories solve our questions about the world and make us think about more 

questions. 

• ‘Reading is not just reading books…Reading is about reading words, reading 

pictures, reading people, [people watching] reading body language… reading 
is an essential part of life we could not live without…’ 

 

Arguing the negative, the teachers shared some humorous personal anecdotes 
to illustrate their points – much to the delight of a very vocal audience.  
 

A special thank you to Ms Clare Nocka, Ms Karina Black, Ms Alex Gavrilidis 
and Ms Jasmin Parasiers. 
 

Book Quiz Challenge 
Both participants and audience had a lot of fun at this year’s book quiz 
challenge. The teachers won by a whisker this year – and only because the students lost points for 
calling out answers early! 
 

A special thank you to our quiz master, Mr Peter Batty, and teachers, Ms Jane Kristensen, Ms Kristin 
Fanto and Ms Erin Doherty for their participation. Thanks also to the sensational student team: Sienna, 
Liliana, Milla and Bella. 
 

Book Week Finale 
The final spectacular event held on Friday lunchtime was Five nights at Freddy’s 
Haunted House, presented by Jessica. This was an intriguing event that entertained 
all the students who attended. Thanks so much Jessica! 
 

Thanks again to the students and staff for your time and effort, and for 
joining in on all the fun. 
 

Please visit the Children’s Book Council page for the shortlisted books 
and winners. As always, some fantastic books to read.  
https://cbca.org.au/winners-2020 
 

Eileen McCabe 
Coordinator of Information Resources 

https://cbca.org.au/winners-2020
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Suzanne Megaw 
R-12 Careers Education and VET Coordinator 

 

Premier’s Reading Challenge 
This year we had over 183 students 
from Reception to Year 11 complete 
the Premier’s Reading Challenge. 

Congratulations to all the students 
who participated! 
 
The theme for Book Week 2021 has 
been announced….  
 

OLD WORLDS, 

NEW WORLDS, 

OTHER WORLDS 

 

Christmas Holiday Reading 
Just a reminder that all students are able to borrow books from the library for 
the Christmas holidays.  We just ask that all text books are returned before 
they borrow. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Eileen McCabe 
Coordinator of Information Resources 

https://bit.ly/myfuture20
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Art Winners in the Junior School 
 

I am very happy to announce that Isabella in Year 2 has won the Schools 
Fringe Poster Competition. Students from Reception to Year 12 from 
around South Australia entered in the competition but Isabella’s poster 
stood out to the panel of judges because of her wonderful character, 
colourful dress and confetti. Her poster will be on the cover of the Schools 
Fringe Booking Guide for 2021 and will be displayed at the Central 
Markets in the upcoming weeks, along with the top 100. She has also 
won a free Fringe performance for the College!  

 

Scarlett from Year 2 also created a poster that stood out 
to the judges and she is in the top 100. I am very proud 
of the whole Year 2 class for their exceptional effort in 
this project.  
 

Alana Kunowicz  
Junior School Art Teacher 

 

Recently, the SRC team lead the school community in ‘Cancer Awareness 
Week’, raising awareness, celebrating and remembering those affected by 
cancer.  
 

The school community gathered for a liturgy on the Veritas Lawns to 
kickstart the week, and throughout the week staff and students were invited 
to decorate the library with lavender and yellow cards of prayer and 
remembrance. To wrap up the week, the SRC team hosted a lovely 
fundraising BBQ with all proceeds supporting the Cancer Council. 

Based at St. Ignatius’ Church in Norwood, Father Alan Wong SJ has kindly 
been giving his time to our school community. Throughout this year, Father 
Alan has helped us celebrate whole school and year level masses, 
sacraments with the Junior school students and visited Religious Education 
classes as a guest speaker. The staff and students of St Mary’s College 
have enjoyed hearing about Father Alan’s journey to Priesthood and his 
many inspiring homilies.  
 

We thank Father Alan for his generosity and wish him many blessings as 
he embarks on his next assignment to Hong Kong.  

Vacation Care Program 
 

The St Mary’s Vacation Care program for December is 
now available. It can be accessed on SEQTA or there 
are physical copies available in OSHC. 
 

Vacation Care will run from Friday 4 December to 
Friday 18 December and we have a lot of fun activities 
planned. 

 

If you have an enquiries please feel free to contact Anjie, 
Director of OSHC at Anjie.Evans@stmarys.sa.edu.au  or 
call 8216 5743. 
 
Anjie Evans 
OSHC Director 
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Did you know you can follow St Mary’s College via Facebook, Instagram 
and now YouTube! 
 

https://bit.ly/STMCFB 
 

https://bit.ly/STMCInstagram 
 

https://bit.ly/STMCYouTube 
 

A great way to catch up with what is happening in our College community. 

Confirmation and First Holy Communion 
 

On Friday 16 November, 18 Year 4, 7 and 8 students completed their full 
initiation into the Church as they celebrated Confirmation and received First 
Holy Communion at St Patrick’s Church with their families and sponsors.  
 

Leading up to this final initiation, the girls engaged in a variety of activities 
presented by Mr Matt Pastro and participated in a day long retreat to 
prepare themselves to more closely embrace the example and teachings of 
Jesus.  

Front Row: Madison, Sade, Alyssia, Chloe, Allison, Irene, Emilia, Gracie, 
Annie. 
Back Row: Fr Anthoni, Olivia, Eloise, Sophie, Ella, Imani, Evelyn, 
Maddison, Emily, Maddison. 
 

These Sacramental times of retreat and ceremony give us pause to open 
our hearts to God so that we may experience the freely given grace and 
love of God.   

 

Thanks goes to Fr Anthoni Adamai for leading us in joyful 
celebration and to all parents and sponsors for their love 
and guidance.  
 
 

Anne Soldan 

Sacramental Coordinator  

 

On Tuesday 3 November, the Year 8 Gold Science class went to North 
Terrace as part of our Earth Science Geology unit. Starting from 
Parliament House, they answered questions about the Geological 
significant buildings and landmarks that feature along North Terrace. 
Students had the opportunity to take photos of how various rocks and 
minerals are featured along the North Terrace strip and investigate some of 
the social significance of these places. Despite the warm weather, the girls 
actively engaged with a variety of locations by asking questions, taking 
photos, and following the Geological society guide for North Terrace. 
Below are some student reflections about the experience: 
 

“The part I really enjoyed in this unit was learning about sedimentary, 
igneous and metamorphic rocks and the rock cycle. I liked how in class we 
had rocks that we could look at and we had to classify them. I liked that on 
the excursion we could actually go and see the rocks in person not just 
looking at a photo. I also just had lots of fun on the excursion with my 
friends. Something that I took out of this experience was that I learnt much 
more about rocks and minerals than did before like how and where they 
are formed.” Ashleigh 
 

“Things I liked about this unit were the rock cycle, it was really cool to see 
how the three different types of rocks were made. Another thing I liked 
about this unit was when we learned about metamorphic rocks and doing 
the gemstone investigation, it was fun to make a poster about gemstones 
and learn more about them. Even though it was a very hot day, and 
everyone came back with sore feet, I actually quite liked the excursion 
because it made me see new places that I didn’t even know existed and it 
also taught me that there is so much history behind rocks but most people 
don’t notice it.  I think one thing I took away from this experience is that 
where we live is filled with so much history.”  Shania  
 

Katherine Edson 
Year 8 Science Teacher 

https://bit.ly/STMCFB
https://bit.ly/STMCInstagram
https://bit.ly/STMCYouTube


 

St Mary’s College is an Allergy Aware school with policies and procedures in 
place to provide care for the wellbeing of staff and students with allergies. 
Anaphylaxis is an allergic reaction that in some cases can be severe and 
even life threatening. It is important that the school has medical information 
and medication along with an annually updated medical care plan for 
students with Anaphylaxis.  
 

As a community, we can all provide support by not sending students to 
school with food containing nuts; things like peanut paste or Nutella in 
sandwiches is a common issue. Given that the most extreme reactions can 
be caused by contact with surfaces or in the proximity of the allergen, this is 
one precaution we can take as a community. It also helps when providing 
food for school events and fundraisers, if we avoid food containing nuts. 
 

Our Allergy Awareness Guidelines are on the website. Please contact us if 
you have any questions or concerns. 
 

https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/wh1.thewebconsole.com/
wh/4810/images/AllergyAwareGuidelinesJan14.pdf 

             

St  Mary’s  College  Absentee Phone Line  
8216 5716  

Please telephone before 9.30 am if your 
daughter is absent 

 

St  Mary’s  College  Uniform Shop 
8216 5719 

Opening times -  Monday  8.00 am - 11.00 am 
   Wednesday 1.00 pm - 4.00 pm 
   Thursday 8.00 am - 11.00 am 

 

St  Mary’s  College  OSHC : 8216 5743  
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I would like to communicate some important reminders and requests 
regarding  traffic safety and awareness. Observations and parental 
feedback have indicated some dangerous driving behaviours which 
compromise student and community safety particularly in Franklin Street 
at the beginning and end of the day.  
 
We ask that all community members follow the simple manageable 
requests below which are based on traffic safety guidelines from Adelaide 
City Council and the need to prioritise community safety over individual 
need. 
 
PLEASE do not park your vehicle in the Drop Off/Pick Up Zone adjacent 
to the main gates between 8.00 and 9.00 am and 3.00 and 4.00 pm. 
 

• You must not stop in a NO STOPPING Zone, even for a few seconds 

to pick up your child. 

• You may stop in a NO PARKING ZONE for a few seconds to pick up 

a child who is waiting nearby. You must not park or leave the vehicle. 
 
PLEASE do not double park on the outside of parked vehicles – this is 
dangerous and blocks the bike lane.  
PLEASE consider delaying your arrival to collect your daughter at the end 
of the day by 5/10 minutes. 
PLEASE understand that it is not possible for all parents to collect their 
daughters at 3.15 pm outside the main gate. 
PLEASE drive around the block if necessary. 
PLEASE consider parking a little further away and allowing yourself/your 
daughter to walk. 
PLEASE model responsible behaviour by always using the pedestrian 
crossing to cross Franklin Street. 

 

Your cooperation in these matters will be greatly valued 
and appreciated. 
 
 

 

Peter Channing 
Director of Administration and Operations 

 

The Office of the eSafety Commissioner has just released for parents of 
young adults (10-14 years) an interactive tour that explores how to safely 
manage online issues as they arise. It is important as parents to learn 
about the digital environment in which your daughters interact and how you 
can help them to have safe and enjoyable online experiences. Visit the link 
below to take this online tour. 
 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent/screen-smart-tour 

https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/wh1.thewebconsole.com/wh/4810/images/AllergyAwareGuidelinesJan14.pdf
https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/wh1.thewebconsole.com/wh/4810/images/AllergyAwareGuidelinesJan14.pdf
https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent/screen-smart-tour

