
 

Justice at St Mary’s College is central to our Dominican community and is truly alive in the corridors and playground at the school. We endeavour to encourage 
all students to strive for justice in their lives. Unfortunately, we do not live in a world where everyone has equal opportunities, and we have not yet achieved 
global justice. In a just society, the needs of everyone would be met and all people’s rights, regardless of their status, wealth, race, belief or upbringing would 
be respected. This is our mission. 
 

The search for justice is the continuing struggle to attain a world where everyone is given the same chances, feels safe and is not discriminated against in any 
way. At St Mary’s, we join the struggle to reach a just and perfect world. 
 

This term, all year levels have and/or will be participating in justice activities and gaining a deeper understanding of their particular justice issue. Students have 
empathised with those who are less fortunate and grappled with ways to resolve injustices in our world. In curriculum learning areas and Care Education 
sessions, a variety of activities and sessions were organised at each year level - culminating in our annual  Justice Day on Friday. 
 

R-6 Helping Others 
Our youngest students are making muffins for Moore Street and creating stalls for Justice Day; the Junior School are embracing their Justice term.   
 

Throughout Terms  2, the Reception - Year 6 students have been making muffins to help feed the people who visit the Moore Street Centre for training, 
counselling, shelter and a nutritious meal.   Each week dozens of muffins have been donated and the girls enjoyed putting their cooking skills into action.   
 

Another local action the Junior School will participate in on Justice Day, is a Walk a Mile event. The money raised from stalls on Justice Day will be donated to 
the Vietnam Program. 
 

Year 7 - Doing it for those in need (Adelaide Day Centre for Homeless Persons) 
Throughout the term, the Year 7 students focussed their justice awareness on the work of the Adelaide 
Day Centre for Homeless Persons (Moore Street). 
 

Each week, Year 7 volunteers made soup and muffins which were given to Moore Street to feed those in 
need in Adelaide on a daily basis. The students made many, many litres of minestrone, chicken and 
vegetable soup and muffins each Tuesday morning. The Year 7 student involvement has been most 
valuable, allowing students to provide practical support to those who are needy in our local communities.  
 

On Justice Day, the Year 7 students will create game/carnival stalls to raise money for disadvantaged 
families who are supported by Moore Street at Christmas. 
 

Year 8 - Cambodia: Providence Sister’s Cambodia Projects 
Year 8 students will be participating in the Cambodian Schools Focus. They will gain an awareness of 
schooling resources in Cambodia and the rebuilding of the country after many years of tyranny under Pol 
Pot.   
 

The students have learnt a little about Cambodia and the work the “Friends for All Children” Foundation and 
Irene Duarte initiated in this strife torn country. The Year 8 students will also be supporting the initiatives in 
Battambang, Cambodia by raising funds on Justice Day. The students will also gain an understanding of the 
conditions that teachers and students have to experience in poverty stricken areas of Cambodia. The funds 
raised by the Year 8s will go to support these schools and the ongoing projects in Battambang and surrounding 
villages. 
 

Year 9 - Microcredit St Vincent de Paul 
St Vincent de Paul Society is a renowned organisation actively involved in helping people – by working with 
people and respecting their dignity. Australian Vinnies support Vinnies groups in developing countries through a 
process called TWINNING. St Mary’s College has volunteered to be ‘twinned’ with a St Vinnies Conference in 
an Asian nation in need of financial stimulation and microcredit support. 
 

Over the last ten years, we have assisted villages develop a goat and mushroom initiative in Kerala, India; 
enabled women in a village in Sri Lanka to develop a rabbit industry; and supported a Thai village to develop 
fishing self sufficiency. 
 

The Year 9 students will be involved in a Microcredit program which will allow students to develop their 
understandings of credit and the impact it has on lives both locally and globally.  Each Year 9 class will be 
granted a monetary loan which they will use to operate a food stall on Justice Day. These funds will then be directed to a Vinnies partner in an Asian country. 
 

It is estimated that 200 people will benefit initially from the initiative … but because of the revolving or ongoing nature of the project, the community will continue 
to benefit from the initiative with poor families able to support themselves and each other.  This program is justice in action and an exciting opportunity to make 
a difference.  Last year, the 2019 Year 9 cohort raised $2000 enabling families to become more self sufficient. 
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Justice Day and Mobile Phones 
Our mobile phone policy states that for Years 7 – 12 students, phones are 
on silent, in lockers and out of sight; they can be and are used for 
educational purposes in the classroom, with teacher permission. For 
Reception – Year 6 students, they leave their mobile phones with their 
Care Group teachers during the day. The school asks parents who need 
to contact their child to confine their mobile calls to before or after school. 
Any parent who needs emergency contact with their child can ring the 
school (Front Office or Student Services Office) who will pass on the 
message to the student. 
 
Part of our responsibility as a College is to educate the young people in 
our care about an array of different life aspects, including the etiquette 
around mobile phone use, how to stay safe online, and also how to have 
balance in their lives around mobile use and thus further develop their 
social skills. 
 
To further facilitate this, we are having a PHONE FREE FRIDAY on 
Justice Day. This means all mobile phones will stay in student lockers and 
be out of sight…..apart from Junior School students who will still leave 
their phones with their Care Group teachers for the day. We want students 
to engage with one another on Justice Day, enjoy the activities, and not be 
focused on taking photos of themselves and others and posting on social 
media (which is extra important for those students who do not have 
permission to have their photo published on social media by their parents/
guardians for legal reasons), texting their friends at other schools, and 
generally have their ‘nose’ in their phones all day. We want them not to be 
distracted by what’s online, but to be able to fully enter into the spirit of the 
day…which is raising awareness and money for a number of different 
organisations both here and overseas who work with the most 
disadvantaged. 
 
As a College, we value your support with this, in a number of different 
ways: 
 

• Speaking to your daughter in the lead up to Justice Day about our 

expectations around phones – that they are out of sight and in lockers; 

• Contacting the school directly, if there is an emergency, rather than 

ringing or texting your daughter during the day. 
 
Uniform 
On a completely different note, a reminder that next term students are 
expected to wear the summer uniform: College summer dress or trousers/
shorts with white school shirt & school tie, school shoes (black flat lace-up) 
and white socks.  If an additional garment is needed for warmth transiting 
to and from school or at school during the term, only the College jumper or 
blazer may be worn.  A College hat must be worn during recess and lunch 
if outside in the direct sun.  
 
The Uniform shop on campus will be open on:  
 
Thursday 8 October from 8:00am to 12:30pm and 1:00pm to 4:00pm 
 
Hambours Uniform shop @ Royal Park will be open:  
 
Tuesday 6 October to Thursday 8 October 9:00am to 12:30am and 
1:00pm to 5:00pm 
 
Friday 9 October 9:00am to 12:30pm and 1:00pm to 4:00pm 

 
Enjoy the Term 3 holidays, and I look forward to seeing you 
all next term. 

  
Lorna Starrs 
Deputy Principal 

Year 10 - Indigenous Australians: Making Connections 
Year 10 Justice has been built around their Retreat experience, held this 
term. During the Retreat, students gained a greater appreciation of 
indigenous culture and spirituality through interaction with indigenous 
Australians. Students participated in a series of art, dance and weaving 
workshops.  The students reflected on their own stories in order to make 
connections with the Dreaming stories they were exposed to. 
 

From this, they moved into a historical and contemporary context and 
explored current issues associated with indigenous communities.  As part 
of their Justice focus for the remainder of the term, the Year 10s will 
support a variety of Indigenous issues and initiatives.  On Justice Day 
they will be involved in a workshop with the LINK-UP PROGRAM which 
supports “Stolen Generation” victims trace their birth origins. Classes will 
also be involved in making Indigenous crafts and selling these items on 
Justice Day. Year 10s will also be conducting their “$20 a day boss” 
business initiative on Justice Day. 
 

Year 11 - Service Learning 
With the advent of COVID-19, the Year 11 Service Learning program was 
suspended this year. Normally, all students are placed with organisations 
that assist the needs for the marginalised in our community. These 
include organisations who provide service to the elderly, the disabled, the 
disadvantaged and those who are seeking new opportunities. 
 

On Justice Day the Year 11 cohort will have the opportunity to attend 
presentations from Puddle Jumpers, Red Cross, Errington Special 
School, Bene Aged Care, Eldercare Aged Care, The Society of St 
Hillarion, Catherine House and Adelaide Charities. 
 

Year 12 - Helping those on our doorstep and beyond 
Year 12 students, in their RE classes, have studied justice issues. Some 
of the activities they have undertakine include: 
  

Homeless Sleep Out: A group of students experienced how a homeless 
person might feel as they survive a night out under the stars raising 
money and awareness for St Vinnies and their work with the homeless.  
 

Students camped out under the Junior School undercroft during a cool 
Friday night in September, bunking down on nothing more than cardboard 
sheets and blankets.   
 

Zonta Birthing Kit Making: In a bid to raise awareness about conditions 
in third world nations, one Year 12 class packaged birthing kits for African 
women.  This group of students raised their own awareness of the issue 
creating birthing kits, but will also undertake some fundraising activities in 
aid of this worthy cause. This class have decided to create 300 birthing 

kits which will cost $900 - money they hope to recoup on 
Justice Day. 
 

 
 

Peter Batty 
Coordinator of Justice 
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Adelaide Central Market Gig 
 

Friday 4 September was the Music Departments ‘Central Market gig’. Stage 
Band 1, Stage Band 2 and our Small Jazz ensemble took the limelight and 
showcased what they had been working on throughout the year. To a 
packed house full of family, friends and the market patrons, all three 
ensembles performed very confidently and with lots of energy. We are so 
proud and humbled by the achievements of the students as they have 
worked so hard over many months!  
 

Also a big thank you to families, friends and staff who supported our 
students on the night. 
 

Alexandra Mantis 
Coordinator of Music Digital Platforms 

National Acumen Challenge - Year 6 

 

Each year the Casio Education Team run a Numerical Acumen Challenge 
that our Year 6 students took part in during Term 1 and 2.  The challenge 
has students practice their mental recall of maths facts and strengthens 
their ability and comfort in handling numbers.  Congratulations to all Year 6 
students who showed great dedication and persistence throughout the 
challenge.  A special mention to six students who showed outstanding 
achievement throughout and have received an award for their efforts.  
 

Claudia and Millicent  – Performance  
Niamh and Alice  – Improvement  
Ava and Natalie  - Dedication 
 

Nicole Cremona and Kristin Fanto 
Year 6 Teachers 

 

With COVID-19 still hovering in the background and the uncertainty of if or 
when it might strike again, it was increasingly important to choose a 
production that could still be rehearsed – even with social distancing. 
Consequently, this production, Bouts of Struggle, was created, which 
highlighted some social struggles experienced during the 19th century 
(acted out in three distinct scenes from three separate Oscar Wilde plays) 
and compared to the struggles many are facing today in 2020 (original/
adapted monologues). 
 

The cast definitely enjoyed dressing up in period costume and perfecting 
their upper class English accents!! They are to be commended for their 
commitment to Drama, to each other and to creating a successful 
performance. 
 

Cast: 
Lady Windermere:    Phoebe  
Mrs Erlynne:               Jude  
Mrs Allonby:               Lily  
Lady Stutfield:            Charlotte  
Gwendolyn Fairfax:   Maddi  

Cecily Cardew:            Meg  

 
 
 
 

Lucina Loro Parham 
Year 12 Drama  Teacher 
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Recently, Year 10 students participated in their Retreat. The theme was 'Making Connections' and provided 
students an opportunity to explore Indigenous and personal spirituality and social conscience. A range of 
Cultural guides lead students in activities including: silk and mural painting, contemporary Indigenous 
dance, weaving and Kaurna dance and skirt making. Students deepened their understanding of 

the interconnectedness of Aboriginal peoples and their significant connection to land, and plan 
to raise awareness and funds for the Indigenous Literacy Foundation through various actions 
this year.  
 
Celeste Fontanabella 
Year 10 Coordinator 
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Research your 
options 

 

Despite 2020s interesting circumstances, the Interschool can drive went 
ahead with the whole school community coming together to collect a total 
of 5,435 cans. This event is a part of the yearly Winter Appeal in which St 
Mary’s and Dominican counterparts such as St Dominic’s and Blackfriars 
come together to raise awareness surrounding the issue of 
homelessness.  
 

Overall, this event was a great way of uniting everyone 
together, engaging in some friendly competition while 
also bringing attention to a greater cause. All the cans 
will be donated to homeless shelters such as Moore 
Street and Hutt Street.  
 

Abbey Hilder 
Justice College Captain 

 
Each year, the Australian National University 
Canberra offers an award known as the Australian 
Excellence Scholarship to acknowledge the 
achievement of and provide financial support to three 
students achieving the highest ANU selection rank or 
ATAR in each Australian state and territory. 
 

This prestigious scholarship to a highly regarded 
university and financial support covers the majority of 
study costs for up to five years.  
 

Year 12 student, Brinda M was recently awarded one of the Australian 
Excellence Scholarships. This is an outstanding achievement and due 
recognition of her academic engagement and performance. She has now 
enrolled in a five-year double degree in Languages and Computer Science. 
 

Congratulations Brinda – we look forward to you sharing how this exciting 
opportunity unfolds over the next five years.  

 

We are in the process of finalising places for 2021 and offering 2022 
enrolments. Families are reminded that siblings enjoy priority of enrolment at 
St Mary’s College only if they are on the waiting list.  
 

If you have a child at another school and you wish them to transfer here or 
they are due to start school please register here https://
enrol.stmarys.sa.edu.au/application-for-enrolment/start urgently if you have 
not already done so.  
 

Interviews are taking place now. Should you have any questions about the 
enrolment process and guaranteeing a place for your daughter, please 
contact the Registrar, Ms Tammi Gill at 
enrolments@stmaryscollege.catholic.edu.au or on 8216 5704. 
 

Parents and carers are also reminded that at least one term’s notice of 
termination of enrolment must be given for any withdrawal of place and 
failure to do so will mean payment of a term’s fees in lieu of notice, 
irrespective of the date the child leaves during the term. If you need to 
discuss your daughter’s enrolment status for 2021 please contact the 
Principal’s Executive Assistant, Sandy Conroy on 8216 5706 to arrange a 
confidential meeting.  

https://enrol.stmarys.sa.edu.au/application-for-enrolment/start
https://enrol.stmarys.sa.edu.au/application-for-enrolment/start
mailto:enrolments@stmaryscollege.catholic.edu.au
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The very creative and energetic Year 5 Drama class had so much fun 
turning very popular young reader’s books into a staged play. Characters 
eg bears, sheep, pigs, lions, zebras, unicorns magically came to life and 
entertained a captive audience of Reception to Year 3 classes. ‘Storybook 
Time’ was a huge success and the Year 5s can’t wait to ‘strut’ their stuff on 
stage again next term. 

St Joseph’s Old Scholar Spring Luncheon   
 

Wednesday 7 October 2020 
Lockleys Hotel - 493 Henley Beach Road, Lockleys 11.45 am for 12 noon 
 

Seniors Menu - $17.90 (includes complimentary drink).  
Bookings with Josie (8295 3667) or Joyleen (8337 9500) by Friday 2 Oct 
 

Seating will not be allocated. Invitation for anyone who has ever had a 
connection with a Josephite School/College and/or St Mary MacKillop.  

 

Last month, four Year 11 students were given the opportunity to attend a 
day at UniSA's Samsung SMART School at Magill as part of their "STEM 
Girls" program.  
 
We were able to look at many different aspects of STEM, including Maths, 
Technology, and Biochemistry.  
 
The day began with an introduction to mathematical modelling and how we 
can apply it to the current world during a pandemic. We then used DNA 
comparison techniques such as gel electrophoresis to solve our own cold 
case, practicing how to effectively use lab equipment. Finally, we explored 
different careers and listened to guest speakers who widened our 
understanding of differing pathways and careers in STEM.  
 
Overall the day was enjoyable and gave us a deeper understanding of 
how STEM applies within the real world. It was an experience to 
remember.  
 
Vicky, Ojaswi, Emily and Maeve  
Year 11 Students 


